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I proudly commend Leo for his achieve-

ments with the Boy Scouts of America. He un-
derstands the importance of commitment and 
perseverance, and I know that he will continue 
to demonstrate these qualities in his future en-
deavors. I ask my colleagues to join me and 
my community in recognizing Leonel G. Lopez 
and wishing him continued success as an 
Eagle Scout and in completing his final year of 
high school. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SOCIAL EMOTIONAL 
LEARNING DAY 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 18, 2021 

Mr. RYAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Friday, March 26, 2021 as Inter-
national Social Emotional Leaming Day. On 
the last Friday of this month, partners from 
around the world will come together to show-
case Social Emotional Leaming, or SEL, and 
promote the practice in support of their 
schools, organizations, and communities. 

SEL is the process through which all young 
people and adults acquire and apply the 
knowledge, skills, and attitudes to develop 
healthy identities, manage emotions, and 
achieve personal and collective goals, feel and 
show empathy for others, establish and main-
tain supportive relationships, and make re-
sponsible and caring decisions. 

SEL advances educational equity and excel-
lence through authentic school-family-commu-
nity partnerships to establish learning environ-
ments and experiences that feature trusting 
and collaborative relationships, rigorous and 
meaningful curriculum and instruction, and on-
going evaluation. SEL can help address var-
ious forms of inequity and empower young 
people and adults to co-create thriving schools 
and contribute to safe, healthy, and just com-
munities. 

The competencies of SEL develop through-
out our lives and are essential to success in 
our schools, workplaces, homes, and commu-
nities and allow individuals to contribute mean-
ingfully to society. SEL can be taught and de-
veloped throughout childhood, adolescence, 
and beyond. 

Supporting SEL is a wise use of public re-
sources, because there can be Iong-term so-
cial and economic benefits to society from the 
implementation of evidence-based SEL. I have 
seen first-hand the benefits of this practice on 
students in my Congressional District with the 
Warren City Schools. I’d also like to recognize 
SEL40H for their great work on this issue in 
Ohio. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing Friday, March 26th as International SEL 
Day. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL HUIZENGA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 18, 2021 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today regarding a missed vote. Had I been 
present for Roll Call vote number 84, On 

Agreeing to the Rep. Wagner of Missouri Part 
B Amendment No. 40, I would have voted 
Yea. 
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HONORING BEVERLY ERSKINE AS 
IOWAN OF THE WEEK 

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 18, 2021 

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Beverly Erskine, the program manager 
of the VA Central Iowa Health Care System 
Women’s Veteran Program, as Iowan of the 
Week. Women are the fastest-growing popu-
lation within the veteran community, and the 
Women’s Veteran Program at the Central 
Iowa VA gives the heroines who served in uni-
form access to a full continuum of health care 
from primary care to mental health services. 

With Beverly’s leadership, the Women’s Vet-
eran Program provides critical services and re-
sources that help our female veterans lead 
healthy lives, including: inpatient medical, sur-
gical, and mental health care; physical reha-
bilitation; substance abuse treatment; longterm 
care and pharmacy services; and on-site 
mammogram services that offer 3–D imaging. 
Beverly and her team also arm program pa-
tients with helpful information and skills that 
they can use in their daily routines to better 
take care of themselves through the Whole 
Health Program. Mindfulness practices, yoga, 
and Tia Chi are just a few of the offerings in 
Whole Health to help female service members 
thrive. And to protect women veterans from 
potentially dangerous domestic situations, 
Beverly and her team provide careful, con-
fidential screening conducted by trained Inti-
mate Partner Violence colleagues. 

One of the most special components of the 
Central Iowa VA Women’s Veteran Program is 
the baby shower program Beverly and her col-
leagues facilitate each year. They invite 
women veterans who are pregnant, spouses 
of Veterans, Veterans who have adopted, and 
those who have had invitro fertilization to a 
special baby shower thrown in their honor. 
Attendees receive gifts, originally donated 
from partner organizations in Iowa, that help 
the expectant mothers prepare for the arrival 
of their newborns. The event is promoted dur-
ing Women’s Health Week and it offers the 
health care system to give back to those who 
have already sacrificed so much. As much as 
it makes the expectant moms feel special, it’s 
truly a highlight for Beverly in her work. 

Women’s History Month is an opportunity to 
highlight some incredible work being done by 
women for women in communities across our 
country. Beverly is a shining example of how 
empowering female leaders creates oppor-
tunity for our nation to reach its full potential. 
I will never stop fighting in Congress to ex-
pand opportunities for women like Beverly and 
those who served our nation in uniform and 
am proud to support programs like the one 
Beverly leads for our women veterans. It is my 
honor to name Beverly Erskine our Iowan of 
the Week. 

IN RECOGNITION OF ERNIE 
ROBERT YANKE’S 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. SCOTT FITZGERALD 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 18, 2021 

Mr. FITZGERALD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Ernie Robert Yanke of 
Pewaukee, Wisconsin to celebrate his 100th 
Birthday. Mr. Yanke has lived a profoundly 
honorable life and lives up to the title of the 
Greatest Generation. His life’s work deserves 
recognition and reflection as we mark this im-
portant milestone. 

Mr. Yanke is a World War II veteran, father, 
husband, and beloved friend to many. He is 
best known for is tolerance, compassion, and 
optimism, although life was not always easy 
for him. Growing up, Mr. Yanke had very little; 
he was born to German immigrants in New 
Britain, Connecticut and moved from one 
crowded dwelling to another and often stood 
in long food lines for government issued 
cheese. Mr. Yanke often felt he escaped acci-
dental death through sheer luck, but he credits 
the Army with saving his life. 

During his time serving in the Army, Mr. 
Yanke led a decorated military career, rising to 
the rank of staff sergeant. He was part of the 
76th Division in Patton’s Third Army and was 
involved in the battle to rescue the besieged 
U.S. forces in the Battle of the Bulge. He re-
calls his hands freezing to the handle of a ma-
chine gun he manned atop a truck, firing all 
night to stave off the enemy. He was among 
the first troops to enter a concentration camp 
to provide relief to those held there. 

While in the Army, Mr. Yanke first met his 
wife Eileen Quillin at a USO dance. The 
minute he saw her, he told her he was coming 
back after the war to marry her. He did exactly 
that. Together, Mr. and Mrs. Yanke raised a 
wonderful family of four children in Wisconsin. 

Following his retirement, Mr. Yanke and Ei-
leen spent the 25 years in Port Charlotte, FL, 
and traveled all over the world. Today, he has 
two daughters, four adult grandchildren and 
numerous nieces and nephews as well as 
friends of all ages who he considers family. 

As he celebrates his 100th birthday, Mr. 
Yanke is still a picture of health and dem-
onstrating the core traits the Army taught him. 
Every day, you can find him doing his daily’’ 
1,000 reps’’ with his 1.51b weights. I join Mr. 
Yanke’s family in celebrating the 100th birth-
day of this remarkable man. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 90TH BIRTHDAY 
OF LEGENDARY FOOTBALL 
COACH RICHARD ‘‘SPARKY’’ 
ADAMS 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 18, 2021 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize a legendary foot-
ball coach Richard ‘‘Sparky’’ Adams, Sr. Mr. 
Adams was born March 24, to Lee and Jose-
phine Adams. The three-sport athlete grad-
uated from Silver Creek High School before 
majoring in physical education at Brockport 
State. After securing his college degree during 
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